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American Skin
American Skin is a 2019 American movie directed by Nate Parker. The movie shows police violence directed on black people. It shows how black people continue to be killed by police officers at a much higher rate than the whites and that racial disparities continue to exist. The film stars Theo Rossi, Milauna Jackson, Shane Paul McGhie, and Omari Hardwick. Several ethical systems manifest throughout the movie. One of them is ethics of virtue which focuses on a person's morality by assessing his acts. Virtue ethics is a moral principle that asserts that persons acquire virtue by practice. For example, the virtue of ethics states that a person is virtuous and of excellent morals, if they possess or practice traits such as honesty, benevolence, integrity, and justice. For example, in the film American Skin, we can contrast Lincoln Jefferson's morals with those of officer Randall in the sense that Lincoln Jefferson exercises justice when he decides to seek justice for his son's murder. In contrast, Randal is unjust and irresponsible because he unjustly kills Lincoln's son because of his color. The two characters' morality is demonstrated through their opposing morals. Therefore, we can say Lincoln Jefferson acts virtuously while Randal manifests undesired character traits called vices. 
The other ethical system depicted in the film is Natural Law. Natural law is a legal system that may be derived and applied independently of positive law and is based on a thorough examination of human nature and essential human values. According to natural law, people's actions and motivations are governed by their inherent nature. Furthermore, the inherent behaviors are not governed by the laws of the society and the court. Thomas Aquinas is credited with developing the natural law theory and proposing the three types of natural law: Eternal Law, Human Law, and Divine Law. For example, in the film, Lincoln Jefferson understands his rights as a black man and has a right to justice, so he goes to great lengths to ensure that his kid receives justice. He goes ahead to fight for his son’s justice. Again, according to natural law, it is wrong to kill. Thus, Randall was wrong to kill Kajani Jefferson under whatever circumstances. 
Religious ethics is the moral principles that govern religions and define what is and what is not acceptable. For example, in the film, Jefferson Lincoln recognized that killing for religious reasons was immoral, which is why he did not load the gun with bullets to murder Randal instead making peace with him. The assassination of Lincoln Jefferson by a sniper was widely seen as unjust and unethical from religious standards. Almost all religions forbid murder. In Christianity, murder is forbidden in the Ten Commandments. In Islam, murder is referred to as “haram” which means a bad thing. Using religious ethics, Mike Randal did a wrong thing to shoot and kill Lincoln Jefferson’s son (Kajani Jefferson) owing to the fact that he was innocent.
Ethical formalism is also applicable in the movie. This ethical system states that morality is determined by logic and reason in ethical formalism, according to which if anything is declared as wrong or right once, it is always defined as wrong or right. Moral judgments are characterized in terms of their logical form rather than their substance, according to ethical formalism. For example, in the film, killing is illegal, so when Randall murders Kajani Jefferson, he is compelled to face the law so that justice can be served, and he is arrested. Again, it was not logical for the officer to shoot Kajani Jefferson for being in a white neighborhood. 
Utilitarianism is an ethical philosophy that determines what is wrong by looking at the consequences of one's actions or the outcome of a moral action (Blackorby, Bossert, & Donaldson, 2002).  The values to uphold are those that will provide the best conclusion and, as a result, should be upheld, whereas negative morals will produce the worst end and, as a result, should be suppressed or discouraged. For example, in the film, Jefferson recognized that if Randal went to court and received justice, it would be good for the entire black race in America. Also, it was necessary for the officer who shot Jefferson’s son to be sentenced to relief public anger and for the majority of people to feel justice has been served.
Ethics of Care is an ethical notion that asserts that moral conduct revolves around interpersonal connections and that kindness or care is a virtue. Responsibility, competence, alertness, and responsiveness are examples of care ethics (Botes, 2000).  For example, we might deduce from the movie that Randall did not follow the ethics of care because he did not consider Kajani's safety. He did not consider the mental trauma the family was going to go through due to their son’s death. Taking the life of another instead of protecting it is not caring. 
Egoism this morality determines a person's goodness; a person can only be good if he follows good morals, and he can only be wrong if he follows terrible morals. This is because a person engages in acts that are useful to themselves, which affects the individual's conduct. Here there is no sharing or interpersonal relationship like in altruism, but there is just the self. For instance, from the movie, we can conclude that Randal was so self-centered that he did not care about the harm he had brought to the family of Kajaani and the pain of losing the loved one.
Cultural relativism in the film can be used to explain why the officer shot Kajani Jefferson. Cultural relativism is an ethical notion that asserts that morality and ethical standards reflect the society from which they are derived (McDonald, 2010). The cultural context of racism, for example, is what led to the murder of Kajani Jefferson in the film. Cultural relativism can be used to explain why the officer killed Jefferson’s son. The officer said that he was taught to shoot a black after midnight in a white neighborhood because he was a threat to his life. Thus, the officer killed the son because of his safety. This is what his culture dictates or it is the way he has been taught. 
Ethical absolutism can be used to explain the officer’s act of killing Kajani Jefferson. Ethical relativism would say that Randall’s act of killing the boy was absolutely wrong. Ethical absolutism is an ethical concept that posits the argument that all behaviors are either wrong or right. Things that are right or wrong cannot change (McDonald, 2010).  For instance, in the movie, we can conclude that it is morally wrong for someone to kill, and that is why Kajani is taken under trial, and he is jailed even though he defends himself by the notion that it was out of self-defense. Nothing can change that killing is wrong, and so the officer was wrong to kill the child. 
Situational Ethics in the film can be used to explain Randall’s decision to kill Kajani Jefferson. Situational ethics states that moral decisions are based on the situation and the repercussions of the action, rather than only looking at it from a legal standpoint. This ethical concept suggests an approach for dealing with challenges, such as permitting moral standards and judgment to be flexible. For example, in the film, we may deduce that the court judgment was based on the situation or racist background rather than how the judgment was to be carried out and Randall's sentencing. Again, using situation ethics, it can be understandable why Randall killed the child: because he feared for his safety. It is this situation that forced the officer to kill the boy in addition to the fact that it was late in the night for blacks to be found in a white neighborhood. 
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